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On Monday, Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar directed the Privileges Committee, 

headed by Deputy Chairman and JD(U) Member of Parliament Harivansh, to investigate the “disorderly 

conduct” by 12 Opposition Members of Parliament that had led to multiple adjournments during the 

first leg of the Budget session. All through Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 85-minute address, the 

Opposition kept raising slogans, which Sansad TV that does the live telecast of the proceedings blacked 

out — the camera did not pan towards the Opposition benches. Earlier, acting on a complaint filed by a 

BJP Member of Parliament, Mr. Dhankhar suspended Congress Member of Parliament Rajani Patil for 

allegedly recording the proceedings on her mobile phone. The Congress cried foul that due procedure 

had not been followed and that she had not been served a notice giving her a chance to explain her 

position. Mr. Dhankhar interjected the speech of Congress president and Leader of the Opposition in the 

Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge’s 88-minute speech during the Motion of Thanks to the President’s 

Address several times. The Opposition has protested the Chair’s repeated direction to “authenticate” 

remarks made during speeches. Mr. Kharge has pointed out that “it would be [an] inversion of the 

system of government if the opposition members are expected to carry out complete investigation, 

gather evidence and then raise the matter on the floor of the House”. 

Six portions of Mr. Kharge’s speech were expunged from the Rajya Sabha records, while 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s Lok Sabha speech got 18 cuts. Parliament is the platform where the 

Opposition has the responsibility to ask questions of the government, which the Council of Ministers has 

the responsibility to answer. There are parliamentary rules and norms that have evolved over time to 

achieve this objective. It will be a travesty of parliamentary democracy if the Opposition is penalised for 

seeking accountability from the government, which in turn is allowed to hide behind rules and obfuscate 

the issue. It is the government that is in custody of all the information, over which queries are raised in 

Parliament. The authenticity, or the lack of it, of any assumption that a Member of Parliament may 

express in the House must be clarified by the government, which is its duty. It is a strange situation that 

the government has not responded to the serious allegations that it faces of protecting private business 

interests at the cost of public interest, while those who are raising the questions face suspension in the 

name of discipline. Parliamentary discipline must ensure that discussions take place, and the 

government provides the answers. 

 

 directive (noun) – instruction, order, notice, 

direction, guidance. 

 privilege (noun) – advantage, right, benefit, 

prerogative, entitlement. 

 Privileges Committee (noun) – committee of 

privileges collectively and members of each 

House individually enjoy certain rights, 

privileges and immunities without which they 

cannot perform their functions efficiently and 

effectively. The object of parliamentary 

privilege is to safeguard the freedom, the 

authority and the dignity of Parliament. 

 forum (noun) – place, avenue, medium, 

apparatus. 

 answerable (adjective) – responsible, 

accountable, liable. 

 direct (verb) – instruct, tell, order, command. 

 head (verb) – lead, be at the head of, be in 

charge of. 

 disorderly conduct (noun) – bad behaviour, 

misconduct, badness, disobedience, mischief, 

mischievousness, delinquency. 

 led past participle of lead to (verb) – result in, 

cause, bring on, bring about, give rise to. 

 adjournment (noun) – suspension, 

discontinuation, postponement, rescheduling. 

 leg (noun) – part, stage, phase. 

 address (noun) – formal speech. 

 Sansad Television (noun) – Sansad Television 

is the Parliamentary channel of India. It was 

created in 2021 by merging Lok Sabha 

Television and Rajya Sabha Television. 

 proceeding (noun) – course of action, 

operation, process, procedure. 
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 black out (phrasal verb) – censor, cover up, 

hide, obscure, suppress, redact. 

 pan (verb) – (of a camera) move, turn. 

 act on (phrasal verb) – take action according to 

something. 

 allegedly (adverb) – reportedly, supposedly, 

purportedly, ostensibly, apparently. 

 cry foul (phrase) – to protest against/complain 

about something done by someone is wrong 

(or) not fair. 

 due (adjective) – proper, correct, suitable, 

appropriate. 

 serve notice (phrase) – to give formal warning, 

to make known; to officially give a (legal) 

notice to.  

 interject (verb) – interrupt, intervene, break in, 

remark, comment. 

 Motion of Thanks (noun) – A Motion of Thanks 

is moved in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha 

after the President’s address by an MP of the 

ruling party, following which it is debated in 

both the Houses. After the Opposition gives its 

opinion on the President’s speech, the Prime 

Minister gives his replies to the concerns 

raised by the former. 

 Chair (noun) – Chairman; the person in charge. 

The vice president of India (currently, Jagdeep 

Dhankhar) is the ex-officio chairman of the 

Rajya Sabha, who presides over its sessions. 

 direction (noun) – instruction, order, 

command, recommendation. 

 authenticate (verb) – confirm, validate, 

endorse. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, draw 

attention to, indicate, specify, mention. 

 inversion (noun) – reversal, contrary, reverse. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

implement, execute, discharge, bring about. 

 floor (noun) – The Floor of the House refers to 

the main Chamber in each House. (A chamber 

is a large room, especially one that is used for 

formal meetings). 

 expunge (verb) – erase, remove, delete. 

 platform (noun) –  forum, medium, channel, 

venue. 

 the Council of Ministers (noun) – the supreme 

executive organ in a government.  The term is 

usually equivalent to the word “cabinet”. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, 

regulation. 

 evolve (verb) – develop, progress, advance. 

 objective (noun) – purpose, object, goal, aim. 

 travesty (noun) – misrepresentation, 

distortion/perversion, poor imitation. 

 penalise (verb) – punish, discipline, mete out 

punishment to. 

 seek (verb) – request, ask for, appeal for. 

 accountability (noun) – responsibility, liability, 

answerability. 

 in turn (phrase) – in succession, successively, 

sequentially. 

 obfuscate (verb) – confuse, complicate, make 

unclear. 

 custody (noun) – guardianship, charge, 

responsibility, protection.  

 authenticity (noun) – reliability, dependability, 

trustworthiness. 

 lack (noun) – absence, unavailability, 

deficiency, shortage. 

 assumption (noun) – supposition, speculation, 

belief, thought, impression, proposition. 

 express (verb) – communicate, articulate, 

voice, indicate, show, display, prove. 

 strange (adjective) – weird, eccentric, odd, 

peculiar, funny, bizarre, unusual, abnormal. 

 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, 

indictment. 

 interest (noun) – common concerns (in 

politics/business). 

 at the cost of (phrase) – at the loss of. 

 suspension (noun) – exclusion, debarment, 

removal, elimination, rejection, expulsion, 

ejection. 

 in the name of (phrase) – for the sake of, at 

the behest of; on behalf of. 

 discipline (noun) –  strictness, regulation, 

authority. 

 take place (phrase) – happen, occur, transpire. 
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As Russia’s war in Ukraine enters its second year, there are no signs of any side relenting. 

Moscow has mobilised some 5,00,000 troops, more than twice the size of the forces it deployed to 

launch the invasion last February, for a widely expected spring offensive. The West, Kyiv’s main financial 

and military backer, is sending armoured vehicles, precision bombs, battle tanks and missile defence 

systems to Ukraine to bolster its defensive and offensive capabilities. In his surprise visit to Kyiv on 

Monday, U.S. President Joe Biden pledged America’s lasting support to the war-battered nation. The 

next day, Russian President Vladimir Putin, in his State of the Nation address, signalled his country’s 

readiness for a long war, and suspended its participation in the New START treaty, which marked a 

breakdown of ties with the West and could also trigger a nuclear arms race. The past year has been 

disastrous for all parties. Mr. Putin, who wanted a quick victory, miscalculated Kyiv’s response and the 

West’s resolve to back it. Ukraine inflicted huge human and material costs on Russia, but still lost 

swathes of its territories. The West stays united, despite differences over its approach towards Russia, 

but has also been reeling under the economic costs of the war. 

However, despite the setbacks, no side is ready for talks. Mr. Putin is ready to fight as long as it 

takes and the West is ready to arm Ukraine as long as it takes. A long war would be catastrophic for 

Ukraine as the entire fighting is taking place within its borders. The country has lost land, weapons and 

tens of thousands of lives. Its infrastructure is under attack and the economy has been battered. 

Without the steady supply of arms from the West, it is unlikely to survive the Russian onslaught. Further, 

if the war prolongs, the risks of a Russia-NATO direct conflict would be higher. The rapid destruction of 

security in Europe and the deepening mistrust between major powers is comparable with the pre-First 

World War situation in the continent. An open confrontation between the great powers today would be 

cataclysmic because of the threat of nuclear weapons. The possibility of such a conflict would mean that 

the war is not just a European problem. Bringing the war to an end is imperative for global security and 

safety. Wars typically come to an end either through outright victories or talks. The first year of the war 

suggests that the first option is unrealistic for either side, which means Russia, Ukraine and the West 

should prepare for an eventual settlement. The earlier they begin talking to each other the better it 

would be for the whole world. 

 

 relent (verb) – become less severe, ease off, 

ease; change one’s mind, give way.  

 mobilise (verb) – (of forces/people/resources) 

bring together for a specific cause. 

 troops (noun) – armed forces, forces, soldiers. 

 invasion (noun) – attack, offensive, onslaught, 

incursion, assault. 

 offensive (noun) – attack, thrust, invasion, 

onslaught, incursion, assault, act of aggression. 

 spring offensive (adjective) – figuratively 

meaning “a series of new attacks”. 

 the West (noun) – The Western 

world/civilization consisting of the majority of 

Europe & the North America. 

 Kyiv (proper noun) – Capital of Ukraine. 

 backer (noun) – supporter, upholder, 

defender, champion, advocate, adherent. 

 armoured vehicle (noun) – combat vehicle, 

tank. 

 precision bomb (noun) – it is intended to 

precisely hit a specific target, to minimize 

collateral damage and increase lethality 

against intended targets. 

 tank (noun) – armoured vehicle, combat 

vehicle. 

 missile (noun) – a self-propelled/rocket-

propelled weapon designed to deliver a 

conventional /nuclear explosive warhead with 

great accuracy at high speed; projectile.  

 bolster (verb) – strengthen, support, make 

stronger, reinforce, buttress. 

 pledge (verb) – promise, undertake, vow, 

commit, assure, agree, guarantee. 

 lasting (adjective) – long-term, continuous, 

constant, non-stop, long-standing. 

 war-battered (adjective) – damaged by the 

war; spoiled/ruined by the war. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

4 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (21
st

-MARCH-2023) 

30  Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 State of the Nation address (noun) – formal 

speech made by a head of state to the 

legislature State of the Nation. 

 address (noun) – formal speech. 

 readiness (noun) – preparedness, willingness, 

inclination. 

 participation (noun) – involvement, taking 

part, association. 

 The New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 

(New START) (noun) – an agreement for 

nuclear arms reduction between the United 

States and Russia, establishing a limit on 

deployed strategic warheads. 

 treaty (noun) – agreement, accord, protocol, 

pact, deal. 

 mark (verb) – show, indicate, denote. 

 breakdown (noun) – failure, collapse. 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, give rise to, lead to, 

bring about, generate, provoke, stir up. 

 arms (noun) – weapons of war, weaponry, 

firearms, guns, artillery, armaments. 

 race (noun) – competition, contest, quest, 

contention. 

 nuclear arms race (noun) – an arms race 

competition for supremacy in nuclear warfare 

between the United States, the Soviet Union, 

and their respective allies during the Cold War. 

 miscalculate (verb) – misjudge, err, make a 

mistake. 

 resolve (noun) – determination, willpower, 

firmness, resolution, courage. 

 back (verb) – support, endorse, approve. 

 inflict (verb) – cause, impose, force, exact 

(something unpleasant or painful). 

 cost (noun) – loss, damage, undesirable 

consequences, adverse effects, disadvantage. 

 swathe (noun) – a wide area of something. 

 difference (noun) – dissimilarity, disparity, 

contradiction, variation. 

 reel under (phrase) – to suffer (due to a 

burden). 

 setback (noun) – problem, difficulty, issue. 

 arm (verb) – provide/supply someone with 

arms/weapons. 

 catastrophic (adjective) – destructive, ruinous, 

disastrous, devastating. 

 take place (phrase) – happen, occur, transpire. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure or framework that a 

country or organization needs in order to 

function properly. For a whole nation, it 

includes all the physical systems such as 

buildings, roads & railways networks, utilities, 

etc. 

 batter (verb) – damage, spoil, impair/ruin; 

smash, hit/strike repeatedly. 

 unlikely (adjective) – doubtful, implausible, 

improbable, questionable. 

 onslaught (noun) – destructive attack. 

 prolong (verb) – lengthen, continue, protract, 

extend, drag out. 

 North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

(noun) – NATO was created in 1949 by the 

United States, Canada, and several Western 

European nations to provide collective security 

against the Soviet Union. 

 deepening (adjective) – growing, intensifying, 

increasing. 

 mistrust (noun) – suspicion, distrust, doubt, 

misgivings.  

 comparable (adjective) – comparative, 

respective, correlative, parallel, corresponding. 

 confrontation (noun) – clash, fight, conflict, 

tussle, skirmish. 

 cataclysmic (adjective) – disastrous, 

catastrophic, devastating, destructive. 

 bring (something) to an end (phrase) – stop, 

finish, complete. 

 imperative (adjective) – vitally important, all-

important, vital, crucial, critical, essential, 

necessary. 

 come to an end (phrase) – finish, end, cease, 

terminate. 

 outright (adjective) – clear, sheer, undeniable, 

categorical, absolute. 

 unrealistic (adjective) – impractical, unfeasible, 

impossible, unworkable. 

 eventual (adjective) – final, ultimate. 
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